
CAMPUS VISIT 
 
Steps for making a college visit: 
 
* Make an appointment at the college you wish to visit by calling their Admissions 

Office.  Many campuses will have specific group or individual tour times.  
* Get directions, parking and hotel information if needed.  Many hotels will offer 

campus visit discounts if staying overnight. 
* Some smaller colleges will provide overnight housing with current college 

students.  If you are interested, just ask when making your appointment. 
* Take someone with you on your campus visit, parents, friends, etc. 
* Talk to the Attendance Secretary at CHS and fill out the proper paperwork least a 

week in advance in order to be excused from school. 
* Arrive on time and wear appropriate clothing (take coat, umbrella, etc.) and wear 

comfortable shoes.  This will be a chance to make a great first impression! 
* Be prepared to ask questions!  Here are a few you should think about. 
 
 
Suggested questions: 
 

1. What is the size of the school and community in which it is located?  
2. What are the admission requirements (Class rank, GPA, ACT, SAT)?  What if 

you don’t meet these requirements, can you still be accepted? 
3. Be sure to ask for the current materials such as catalog, applications, etc. 
4. Get resident hall contract and find out about the deposit.  Is the deposit 

refundable and what are the deadlines? 
5. Ask questions about specific degrees that interest you. 
6. Ask questions about dates and deadlines for scholarships, financial aid, 

admissions, housing, etc.  If you apply for admission, how long before you are 
notified as to the status of your acceptance? 

7. For highly selective colleges, do they accept the Common Application?  Ask 
questions about Early Decision (ED) and Early Action (EA). 

8. Find out the exact cost for such things as room, board, and tuition.  Ask if 
prices quoted are for a year or semester.  Find out historically how much 
tuition generally raises each year. 

9. Ask about hidden fees such as activity fees, athletic event fees, library fees, 
computer fee, books, etc. 

10. Can you cash checks on campus or is an ATM available to students? 
11. Are you able to take your car to campus?  If so, what are the parking fees? 
12. If you are an out-of-state student, when can you become an in-state resident? 
13. Do you qualify for automatic or competitive scholarships and how do you 

apply for them? 
14. Is playing a college sport an option?  Do you need to fill out the NCAA 

Clearinghouse form?  Deadline?  Are athletic scholarships available and are they 
renewable?  What is needed to renew the scholarship-GPA, performance?  

 



 
 

15. What are the extracurricular opportunities (student government, band, sports, 
intramurals, Greek life, and yearbook)?  Are there scholarship opportunities 
for participating in these activities? 

16. Tour the campus and see all styles of resident halls, if possible.  Find out if the 
dorms you toured are where freshmen live.  Are such things as air conditioning, 
refrigerators, computers, furniture, etc. provided?  How many roommates will you 
have? 

17. If possible, eat in the cafeteria and get the real experience.  Many colleges will 
provide visitors with free meals-just ask.  Check out the cafeteria options and 
prices for each. 

18. Talk with as many current college students as possible.  Ask their opinions, 
positive or negative about campus life, professors, study environment or 
anything that you have questions about. 

19. What about the safety of the campus? 
20. Find out about support services such as tutoring, library access, freshman year 

support and orientation, career counseling, etc. 
21. If you are interested in a particular major, request an appointment with a 

professor or faculty member when you schedule your visit with the 
Admissions Office. 

22. Are facilities and equipment up-to-date and available for undergraduates?   
23. What are the actual sizes of freshman and sophomore classes?   
24. Is an Honor’s Program or Honor’s College available?  What are the entrance 

requirements and benefits to you? 
25. Are study-abroad programs available?  Where? Costs? 
26. Who will be your academic advisor?  Are they accessible? 
27. Are part-time jobs available on or off campus?  Will the college help you find 

a part-time job?  Will you have opportunities for internships or other real 
world experiences? 

28. Where do the graduates go?  Do they get jobs or go to graduate school?  Ask 
for examples.   What about acceptance rates into professional schools such as 
medical schools, dental schools, law schools, etc. 

29. You can ask questions about placement rates, retention rates, graduation rates, 
etc., but you first must know what these figures mean.  I really don’t put much 
stock into some of these numbers.  Use your own judgment. 

 
 
I’m sure you will have other questions.  Make a list and be prepared. 
 
*The campus visit is probably one of the most important parts of your decision 
making process.  Allow plenty of time, don’t be rushed and ask numerous questions. 
 
 
 
 


